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tuguese had found the route to the Indies by way
of the cape, they made it their property, and until the
end of the sixteenth century all the trade in spices
passed through Portugal. Great ships armed as for
war went to the Indies for the spices, and unloaded
them at Lisbon.

The Spanish were also looking for spices. Colum-
bus was charged by the Queen of Castile to conclude
a treaty with the Prince of Japan. Arrived at the
island of Cuba he took it for Japan, and sent on land
a Jew who knew Arabic with samples of spices in
order to find out whether the country produced the
same kind of commodity.

But America was not the country of spices, and
the route that Magellan discovered somewhat later
was too long to set up a competition with the route
to the Indies, which belonged to the Portuguese. By
way of compensation the Spaniards, having observed
at the very first island when they landed gold orna-
ments in the noses of the savages, set about searching
for gold. The gold of the Antilles was soon ex-
hausted. But in Mexico and Peru, even after they had
carried off the treasures accumulated by the native
sovereigns, the Spaniards remained masters of the
mines. The richest were the silver mines, and still
richer ones were discovered at Potosi in Mexico in
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Each year a ship laden with gold and silver left
America, escorted by Spanish vessels of war, and
landed its cargo at Seville.

The cargo increased continually in value. During
the first half of the sixteenth century it was only three